Overview of the Internet Basics

The Internet is a world wide computer network that links together corporate, government and university networks, enabling people and computers to communicate and share information and services.  The World Wide Web, referred to as “the Web” is a graphical interface that enables users to view information in a variety of multimedia formats, including text, images, sounds and video. 

A key component of the Web is the ability to navigate with hypertext links.  This allows you to point and click on links to move from page to page, and site to site within a web site, or between web sites.  They look like this: 
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When you click on the word “survey”, you will be moved to another page that will present survey information.  When you move your pointer over a link, the cursor will typically change to a small hand.
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Links can also be presented as a picture 

called “icons”:  

Web Browsers

A Web Browser is the graphical application that runs on a personal computer.  This application displays the web pages, and allows us to move easily from page to page.  There are two main browsers in use today:  Internet Explorer and Netscape Navigator.  There are several other smaller programs, but understanding and using either Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator will give you the skills to easily adapt to other browsers.

Web Sites

A Web site is a group of one or many pages dealing with the same topic, and written by the same person.  You can think of a Web site as a magazine with many different articles, and having a home page which is much like the front page of your magazine. 

Using Internet Explorer

Starting Internet Explorer
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You start Internet Explorer from the START menu on your Windows ’98, 2000 or XP computer system (referred to as “Windows” throughout the remainder of these materials).  Some computers may also have an Internet Explorer desktop icon. 

You will see a startup screen for Internet Explorer, and then you will see a screen similar to the one below, which is how you will navigate through the Internet with Internet Explorer.  

        Title Bar                  Menu Bar                       Toolbar Buttons                     Location Bar                    Content Area 
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The major elements of Internet Explorer that you are going to work with are: 

Title Bar

Menu Bar

Toolbar Buttons

Location Bar

Content Area


The name of the current page..  

Contains all available command menu items.

Provides shortcut buttons for the most commonly used commands. 

Displays the location of the web page to which you are currently connected..

Where the web page is displayed.

Viewing Web Pages

To view a web page, you enter the page’s Uniform Resource Locator (URL) into the location bar.  The URL is the page’s unique address on the Internet. 

In this exercise, you will view web pages. 

1. Click on the text in the Location Bar if the text is not already highlighted. 

2. Type the following URL’s in the Location bar, and then press Enter.

3. http://www.howstuffworks.com

Note:  You may also just type:  www.howstuffworks.com and it will automatically add the “http://”.

You have now entered the address for How Stuff Works and will be shown the following screen in the content area.  
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Did you notice that while Internet Explorer was contacting the server and downloading the web page, that you could see the status of the download?  And, when the download of the page was completed, that the word DONE appeared in the bottom of your screen?

Navigating with Hyperlinks

Hyperlinks, also referred to as “links” are elements that you can click on to download new web pages.  The web pages may be downloaded from the same web site, or, you might be moved to another web site. 

There are three types of hyperlinks:  text links, image links and image maps.  All three types work exactly the same way, but may appear differently to you on the web page. 

Return to the www.msn.com web page. 

1. Click on the text in the location bar and type:  http://www.msn.com

or

2. Click on the BACK button on the toolbar
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1. Position the mouse pointer over the Careers link on the right side.  

The mouse pointer changes to a hand [image: image2.jpg]


 to show that this is a link.  Click on the link by pressing the left mouse button one time. 

What happened? 

2. Click the BACK button to return to the MSN page.  

3. Position the mouse pointer over the Auctions link in the left hand column.

The mouse pointer changes to a hand [image: image3.jpg]


 to show that this is also a link.  Click on the link by pressing the left mouse button one time. 

What happened? 

4. Click the BACK button to return to the MSN page. 

The BACK button returns you to the last page you visited.  Once you have clicked on the BACK button, the FORWARD button becomes available.  

5. Click on the FORWARD button to see the pages you had accessed before. 

Return to the www.msn.com  homepage. 
Using the STOP Button

The STOP button is used to halt the loading of a web page.  

While the STOP button will stop the load of a page, you may want to click on the HOME button if the material loading is considered inappropriate. 

If you are clicking on the STOP button because the page seems to be hung up trying to load, make sure you click on the REFRESH button to force the page to attempt to reload.

Using Favorites in Internet Explorer 

The amount of information you can access on the Internet can be extremely useful, but, it can also be a bit overwhelming.  Where was it you found that information before?  Internet browsers offer a way of “saving your place” utilizing FAVORITES in Internet Explorer (and Bookmarks in Netscape Navigator).

When you mark a place as a “favorite” in Internet Explorer, it adds the web address to a list that you can easily access and use to instantly access that page without having to navigate through the Internet to find that page again.

In the following exercises you will learn to add, rename and delete favorites, and see the different ways you can access the favorites for use. 

Adding Favorites

Before you can use the favorite, you need to add the web page to your current list of favorite sites. 

From the MENU Bar:

1.
Go to the following web page:  http://www.cnn.com

This displays the CNN News homepage.  

2.
Click on the word FAVORITES on the Menu Bar

3.
Click on ADD TO FAVORITES at the top of the drop down list

A dialog box appears that shows what the name of the “favorite” is going to be.  You can change the name by typing over the existing name.  You may want to do this to make the name more meaningful in the list.

3. Click on OK

You have now added the CNN page to your list of favorites.  To see this addition, click on the word FAVORITES on the Menu Bar and you will see that it has been added to your list. 

5.
Click on FAVORITES again to verify that your web site has been added to the list. 

Now you can click on “Favorites” at any time, and your list of customized (and alphabetized) web pages will drop down for you to pick from. 

Internet Explorer offers another alternative for adding bookmarks that allows you to also delete and rename. 

RENAMING and DELETING Favorites

Add another Favorite:

1. Go to the following web page:  http://www.pcwebopedia.com

This displays the PC Webopedia homepage.  

2. Click on the word FAVORITES on the Toolbar

Your content area has been divided into two sections, and your list of favorites now appears on the left hand side of the page.  You can scroll down the list and select the web site that you want to change.

RENAMING

1. Locate the CNN web site you just added.

2. RIGHT Click on the web site (if you LEFT click you will be taken to that web site).

3. Select RENAME on the drop down list

4. The favorite name becomes highlighted, and you can now type in a new name that may be more meaningful.

5. Press the ENTER key to finalize the name change.

DELETING

1. Locate the CNN web site you just added.

2. RIGHT Click on the web site

3. Select DELETE on the drop down list

The web site is now deleted from the FAVORITES list.

Understanding and Using Search Engines

As the web expands, information is being added at an exponential rate.  The problem for users has become one of finding the information that we need, when we need it.  Web based search engines are tools that help users locate information on the Internet and the Web by searching for keywords that you specify.  

Search engines consist of three main components: 

Database

Search algorithm

User interface

A collection of information with an index that catalogs the contents.  The database may consist of web page addresses, the full text of the web page or other related information.

A computer program that is used to search the database looking for a match to a keyword. 

The user interface is usually a web form that allows the user to submit the words that are to be searched for. 

Note:  There are several good search engines that you may choose to use.  At the end of this handout is a more complete list.  In interest of time, we will be working with just one search engine today. 

GOOGLE (http://www.google.com)

The Google search engine is considered to be one of the best search engines available.  Google offers a unique search ability which is referred to as “nested searching”  This allows you to search the results of your search, allowing you to narrow the results you see based on criteria that you specify. 

1. Access the Google web site by typing:  http://www.google.com

[image: image15.png]2 Google Search: dog "golden retriever” - Microsoft Internet Explorer

Fle Edt View Favortes Took Help

Q- © B @ G P frroer @ 3% B - DR B

y=dogas.

dress ]t googe-comisearhrhi=ensi=

122g0ideretrieverh228binG=Search? C2 AW C2% Al esults

L

VB s

Web Images Groups MNews Froogle moren

Google s

([Search ] Auenced seah

Web Results 1- 10 of about 376,000 for dog "golden retriever” (0.52 seconds)

Dog Owner's Guide Profile: The Golden Retriever

Joy and loyalty wiapped in sunshine is the perfect description of the Golden Retriever,
atop dog for families, handicapped owners, and obedience competitors. ...
e canismajor.com/dog/golden htrml - 28k - Cached - Sirmilar pages

Golden Retriever

Would you like to see a photo(s) of your Golden Retriever posted on Dog Breed Info?
Sent it in to Please put the name of the breed in the subject line.
waw dogbreedinfo. comfgoldenretriever htr - 32k - Cached - Similar pages

Golden Retriever dog | Golden Retriever puppy for sale plus Golden
Golden Retriever dog - Golden Retriever picture_The Golden ... puppy. The Golden
Retriever dog - Friendly Reliable and Trustworthy. The ..

waw dogbiz. com/dogs-grp1 ret-goldeniret-golden htr - 13k - Cached - Similar pages

golden retrievers - Top Golden Retriever Sites - pictures breeders ...
~..-much more! ... Weblog (Blag) Journal: Is open to all dog enthusiasts,

ot just the golden retriever breed. The following
waw topgoldernetrieversites.net/ - 44k - Oct 8, 2004 - Cached - Similar pages

Golden Retriever

S0 you want to own a Golden Retriever? Renown for its reliable temperament, the
Golden Retriever makes a great hunter, farily pet or show dog. ...
waw ke org/breedsfrecbreeds/golden.cfim - 40K - Oct 10, 2004 - Cached - Sirilar pages

Golden Retriever, golden refrievers, dog breeders, puppies

Golden Retrievers classified ads for purebred puppies and dogs from professional

to hobby Golden Retriever dog breeders. ThePuppyShop. Com Dog Fashion Apparel .
waw puppydogweb. com/caninebreedsretrigold. it - 14k - Cached - Sirilar pages

Spansored Links

Golden Retriever Dog
Dogs

Pets at Personal Creations
weaw personalcreations. com

Golden Ret

ver Gifts

Calendars, Sweatshirts, Tees,
Omamnents, Nightshirts, Doormats.
www 9Bdogs. com

Fast and easy tiaining secrets
for Golden Ret
www crazyaboutgoldenetrievers. com

Train Your Retriever
Stop your dog’s behavior problerns
with Sectets that work immediately
www SitStayFetch.net

Puppies For Sale
Find the perfect puppy online
1,000 of profiles with photos
waw PuppyFind com

Golden Retriever Dog
Huge selection, great deals on
everything, -aff

eBay.com

[£3

Blows

@ Internet





Notice that there is a “search text box” in the top of the web page. 

This is where you will type in the term you are searching for.  For example, if you typed in “dog”, you would get a web page that has the results for a search on dogs: 
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Golden Retriever Pure Bred Breeder Kennel Dog Listings at Puppynet Sponsored Links
Golden Retriever Pure Bred Breeder Kennel Dog Listings at Puppynet - Click To Enlarge
Picture Golden Retriever, Goldens are easy to train and strong, but their ... Golden Retriever Breeders
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of Canada, Golden Retriever Club of ... of our dogs come from "Show Dog Hal of Find the perfect puppy online
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v PuppyFind. com
Golden Retriever Breeders on QualityDogs.com
.. The goal of Sooner Kennels is to breed the ideal Golden Retriever and lish Setter Dog Breeder Locations
Dog that conforms ... Our puppies are hand (click Breeder Info to see more ... Find Dog breeder in Your Area
www.qualitydogs. com/Golden_Retriever/breeders.html - 63k - Cached - Similar pages Get Phone Numbers Directions & More
MapQuest.com
CCl/ Breedins
.. In addition, we use a cross of the Golden Retriever and Labrador Retrizver. ... Each Bralre Wind Pets
breeder dog is housed with volunteer Breeder Caretakers who liv in ... AKC Golden Retriever Puppies
. Caninecompanions. org/breeding.htmi - Ok - Cached - Similar pages Great shipping prices 1yr guaantee
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Dog Breed Info, Breeders Classifieds See your message here.
Cainsiille Pike Lacassas TN 37085 Phone: 515-273-4085 View Full Ad for AKC Golden
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Notice that on the new web page that appears, you see possible sites that match your request for “dog”.  You can now click on each of the links provided, and determine if that web site provides the information that you were looking for.  
You MUST click on the links and follow them to find the information that you want.  It is always possible that a site may have be down for service, or no longer available. 

But, what if you wanted to find tips for dog grooming?   You would type in “dog grooming” in the search box and start the search again.  
The quotes are very important as they tell the search engine that you want to find the terms “dog” and “grooming” together.   If you do not use the quotes, it will find all occurrences of “dog” and “grooming”, even if it meant dog training, hot dogs  and horse grooming.
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Web Results 1- 10 of about 31,700 for dog "golden retriever” breeder. (0.33 seconds)

Golden Retriever

Find a Breeder. List Your Kennel. Description. The Golden Retriever is a beautiful,
sturdy, wellproportioned dog with a feathered, mediurn-length, cream to golden ..
waw dogbreedinfo. comfgoldenretriever htrm - 32k - Cached - Similar pages

Dog Club - Retriever (Golden) Clubs, Breeders, Kennels ...

Walters & Shackles - Guide to Dog Breeds, Description & History; SilmorAlbion ... CKC
Registered Golden Retriever Breeder with 1-2 home raised litters per year. ...
waw dogelub.co.uk/dogsfprofile-gret php - 101k - Oct 10, 2004 - Cached - Sirmilar pages
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Finding an Golden Retriever Breeder

PEDIGREE TOP GOLDEN BREEDER IN CANADA FOR THE PAST ... America, Golden Retriever Club
of Canada, Golden Retriever Club of ... of our dogs come fiom "Show Dog Hall of
waw cyberpet com/dogs/goldenretriever htrn - 17k - Cached - Similar pages

Golden Retriever Pure Bred Breeder Kennel Dog Listings at Puppynet
Golden Retriever Pure Bred Breeder Kennel Dog Listings at Puppynet - Click To Enlarge
Picture Golden Retriever, Goldens are easy to train and strong, bu their ..
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BORDER COLLIE PUPPY BREEDER IN UK, GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPY BREEDER

.. Border Collie Puppies, preparing for a puppy, Bringing a yaung dog into the ... Puppy
Advice Follow our advice on bringing up your puppy, Golden Retriever Puppy, how ...
waw mastamariner. com/puppy-spider-page html - 28k - Cached - Similar pages

Spansored Links

Golden Retriever Breeders
Dont even think about getting a
Golden until you see this
goldenretrieversecrets. corm

Golden Retriever
‘Amazing new book just

for Golden Retriever.

www crazyaboutgoldenetrievers. com

Retriever Training Sectet
Stop your dog’s behavior problerns
with Sectets that work immediately
www SitStayFetch.net

Dog Breeder Locations
Find Dog breeder in Your Area

Get Phone Nurnbers Directions & More
MapQuest com

Puppies For Sale
Find the perfect puppy online
1,000 of profiles with photos
waw PuppyFind com
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The search results for dog grooming are much more specific to what you requested, including the related search results. 

Note:  Links do not always work.  This is not uncommon in the Internet world as sites are added and deleted very quickly.  If you click on a link that does not function, simply click on the BACK button, and try another link.  

Nested Searches

But, what if you wanted to find breeders of golden retrievers in California?  This requires a “nested search”.  

It would be impossible for us to write a string within quotes that would perform a complete search, so we are going to break the search into strings, and perform searches within searches.  

In this example, we will search first for dog,  then “golden retriever” (don’t forget the quotes!), then breeder and then for California.

In order to perform a nested search, you search on the first term, and then when you get to the results screen, you will scroll to the bottom of the screen, and click on the SEARCH WITHIN RESULTS button. 


We received over twelve million hits on that term, more web sites than we can reasonably manage.  Let’s narrow down those results to a more manageable number.

Scroll to the bottom of the results screen, and you will see a link to the “Search Within Results”.  Click on this link to begin a search on only the results shown for dog.



Now let’s add “golden retriever” to our previous search criteria (dog) and see what happens:


Once you have typed in “golden retriever” click on the Search Within Results button to look for golden retriever websites. 

Now we have reduced the number of hits, this time to about 376,000, and we can add the search term “breeder” and reduce it again by using the Search Within Results button at the bottom of the page. 

We are now down to about 3100 sites, but that is still more than I can manage; let’s try one more time to narrow by adding the last term – California. 


We now have a manageable amount of web sites to view!  This is much better than trying to find the correct web site from the original multi-million hits.
Nested searching can help you narrow in on exactly the information you need, but it takes practice.  

The APPLY IT!  exercise that follows has been designed to help you use the skills you have learned to access web sites, mark them as favorites and use search engines to find web sites that provide the information you need. 

1.
Exit Internet Explorer and return to the Desktop.

APPLY IT!

You are going to use all of the skills you have learned up to now to access web sites and mark them as favorites.

1. Access the following web site:  www.switchboard.com

2. Add this site to your list of favorites, and rename it: Phone Book
3. Search for the following items: 

· ways to use duct tape

· a picture of a minature horse

· a poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

· the FBI’s top 10 wanted list (make a FAVORITE)

· lyrics to any Christmas song

· a site that tells me how to prune an apricot tree (make a FAVORITE)

4. Delete the Phone Book  favorite
5. Rename the tree pruning web site to “Cutting down Apricots”,
6. and rename the top 10 list from the FBI to “Bad Boys”

7. Go to the web site named Phone Book
8. Delete the bookmark for peanut butter making, phone book and bad boys
9. Exit Internet Explorer
Search Engines!  (Just a few…)

There are several search engines available for use.  Working with each of these engines will allow you to develop your own favorites. 

http://www.altavista.com

http://www.hotbot.com

http://www.excite.com

http://www.lycos.com

http://www.northernlight.com

http://www.findlink.com

http://www.surffast.com

http://www.webcrawler.com

http://www.yahoo.com

http://www.dogpile.com

http://www.directhit.com

http://www.kanoodle.com

http://www.looksmart.com
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